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CityReach Boston Mission Trip 
Our Experiences and Reflections  

 
On March 2, I attended City Reach Boston along 
with youth advisor Mary Louise Brozena, and parent 
volunteer Tim Cushing and six youth including Alex,  
Danielle and Kasey Cushing, Becca Day, Rachael 
Drapcho and Alyssa Horne.    
 
CityReach Boston, offered by Ecclesia Ministries in  Boston, gave us a unique 
and meaningful opportunity to learn about life for people who are homeless.   
 
It was my pleasure to spend the weekend with this c ompassionate group of 
adults and youth.  I expect North Church to form an d continue a strong tradi-
tion of going on mission trips.                                                                 ~ Mary  Ann 
 
Below are some participant’s reflections.   
 

Danielle 
It was weird in a good way.   Homelessness doesn't seem like a big deal 

around here.  It was a good experience to have…an e ye opener into a differ-
ent lifestyle.   I would like to do something like that again. 

 
Rachael 
For a teenager living in the most proficient areas of New Hampshire, the 
CityReach outreach program was an eye-opening exper ience.  We started 
our two days by driving into Boston, a city that is  inhabited by thousands of 
homeless people.  We met a handful of homeless peop le, and all of them ex-
plained their stories to us; about homelessness, an d battling to get out of it.  
We were all stunned by the amount of information th at we gathered about 
homelessness in that half-hour or so, but then our group was introduced to a 
homeless person.  Our group leader, named Mike, alw ays had an economic 
hardship that eventually led him into homelessness.  He showed us around the 
Boston Commons, home to many homeless people.  He s howed us the sub-
way grates, where people would sleep so that they w ouldn’t freeze to death, 
(that was the number one fear of homeless people), the church where he ate 
suppers, and his key to the apartment.  He was so p roud of this key; it was a 
tiny thing that symbolized wealth, happiness, succe ss, and change for him.  
After that day, we organized a luncheon for homeles s people and organized 
clothes for donations.  The smiles and words of tha nks that we received were 
more than enough for us, even if they were in diffe rent languages.  Helping 
people in the most insignificant ways does change t heir world significantly, just 
like a tiny, golden key changed Mike’s.   
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Alyssa:   
It was really fun.  It really was a good and memora ble experience.  My favorite 
part was seeing the smile on the homeless people’s faces when we gave them 
sandwiches and socks.   
 

Alex 
It was a good experience….I had thought these homel ess people were just 

those who couldn't get jobs,  but  it was that they  just got bad breaks and then 
other people discriminated  against them just for b eing homeless…You don't 

realize how important your home is….you kind of tak e it for granted….It made 
me feel good to help the people out, to know that w e were there to reach out 

to help them. 
 
Kasey 
I enjoyed the mission trip to Boston.  It was inter esting to go around Boston and 
notice how many people walk by the homeless people and don't care.   It is 
also interesting to see how many people do care, an d help the people who 
need help.   Overall, I enjoyed my experience. 
 

Tim (leader) 
It was a very rewarding experience.   It was  very gratifying to  see the 90+ 

youth group and other volunteers coming together to  take part in such a good 
cause….to sort the clothes, prepare the food, to wa lk the city to hand out 

socks and sandwiches to those whose homes are the s treets, bus stations and 
parks. And then to receive in return,  the sight of  genuine appreciation and 

thankfulness from these homeless individuals...the thought that someone does 
care and is doing something to help them out.    I think the entire experience 

made every one of us realize how fortunate we reall y are. 
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