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The Bellman  

Cabinet 
Well it does not seem as though we should be at the beginning of September as this year appears to fly by!  
We certainly hope that you all had a great summer and are ready to start into our busier season with school 
starting, committees meeting again, and we are moving forward on our strategic planning process, which we 
hope you will all be part of as we go forward. 
Looking at our last fiscal year, we have really had many accomplishments.  A new Treasurer (thank you Gloria 
Wennberg) and Superintendent of Church School (thank you Brenda Delfino) found both working hard in 
their positions.   Our Ukama sister with the Marondara Church in Zimbabwe became real by exchanging let-
ters, we continued the relationship with the Harbor Church who utilizes our Market Square Church and of 
course, we have paid off the steeple fund loan!  Our current strategic planning process under the guidance of 
Dan Hotchkiss of the Albin Institute is moving beyond the planning stage.  What a great year. 
The strategic planning process will be a major portion of our September 12, 2011 Cabinet meeting and we 
ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÃÈÁÉÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȣÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÐÅ 
to finalize the map of meetings and milestones we will see during this process.  We will then be hosting sev-
ÅÒÁÌ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÕÌÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÉÎ ȰÔÏ×Î ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ×ÉÌÌ 
be prioritized and organized for our final planning product!  An exciting time in the life of North 
Church! 
Each household will receive additional information about strategic planning, but here are some 
dates we would like you to know now.  A series of cottage meetings will be held on Septem-
ber 25th (right after church service), October 7th at 7:00 PM and October 14th at 4:00 PM.  
Each of the cottage meetings will be held at the Parish House for the convenience of all.  
Everyone is invited to attend one of the cottage meetings as a beginning step to gathering 
input directly related to our three driving questions.  It will be helpful for everyone to put 
one of the dates/times on your calendar while there is time available. 
In addition to the planning, our committees are working on several other initiatives as well.  A list of Church 
assets is being updated, the web site is being updated (which will included a members section), and there is 
increased interest in membership and involvement. 
The Cabinet thanks everyone for their role in making our Church Family successful and looks forward to this 
ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÁÓ ×Å ÍÏÖÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȣ4ÈÁÎË 9ÏÕȦ 

Meatball Monday Soup Kitchen  
The Salvation Army Soup Kitchen Monday 
crew continues to thank you for your do-
nations of frozen meatballs for our meat-
ball sub meal that is served the second 
Monday of each month.  The meal is al-
ways enthusiastically and gratefully re-
ceived by its recipients!  Donations of fro-
zen meatballs can be dropped off at the 
Parish House by the second Sunday of 
each month.  Many thanks for your gener-
osity in serving those in need. 

Menôs Breakfast  

 

September 21 

8am  

 

Caf® Espresso 

 

All welcome! 
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Ukama News!     
We have been getting news from 
Marondera Church in short 
phone messages and email.   
First of all, thank you to every-
one for donating items and money 
for covering shipping costs.  We sent 
5 boxes for the container for a total shipping cost of 
$200.71 to our sister church in Marondera, Zim-
babwe. The committee met in late June to pack 
boxes for the container.   Some of the items that we 
sent to Marondera Church are: blankets, tools, 
clothes, school supplies, tools, fabric, yarn, office, 
medical supplies, winter clothing, notebooks, book 
lights, printer, ink , paper 
 
Container News: 
On August 17 we received some news of the con-
tainer by way of Connie Littlefield of the Wakefield 
Church.  
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒ ÌÅÆÔ .Å× 9ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÉÎ 
Durban, SA on time at the end of July.  And there it 
has stayed.  It was suppose to be in Beira, Mozam-
bique on Aug. 2nd and then in Harare on Aug. 
9th.  Joseph Sibiya has been doing double duty get-
ting the rebate clearances, paying the customs fees, 
contacting the container line and waiting.  He re-
ports that the shipping officials --whomever they 
may be-- say that the container SHOULD leave Dur-
ÂÁÎ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ×ȟ !ÕÇ ΣΩÔÈȢȱ 
 
On Thursday, July 21, Betty Gilman received the fol-
ÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅ 0ÅÎÉȟ -ÁÒÏÎÄÅÒÁ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÓÅÃȤ
retary..   The money collected on Ukama Sunday last 
October, finally got hand delivered to Marondera 
Church. Christine most often sends messages to 
Betty using her phone.  
 
Ȱ$ÅÁÒ "ÒÅÔÈÒÅÎȟ  
I greet you all in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. I hope this mail finds you all in good health.  
Thank you for the sum of $365.00 you sent to us. We 
promise to channel it towards building our church. 
Our hearts are filled with gratitude for the great help 
you are giving us. To you all, for this reason we want 
to say a mighty and loud Thank You" 
We pray that God covers your life with grace and 
decorate your days with beauty. Stay Blessed.  
Yours In Christ - Christine (church secretary & chair-
person Ukama) 

*** Very Happy News from Marondera Church **** 
On Sunday, November 6,  Pastor Fredrick Thondlana 
will be ordained.   It is a joyful event and our sister 
church expects at least 350 visitors!  Congratula-
tions!!!  
Let us continue to keep Marondera Church in our 
thoughts and prayers.   
 
Our next meeting is 
Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00.   Everyone is wel-
come to attend.   
Betsy Murphy    
Mwari ave memi (God be with you) 
 
Deacons 
To many, September is akin to the beginning of a 
ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒȢ )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ .ÏÒÔÈ 
Church, it marks the return to the Parish House for 
our worship service. 
The deacons and Pastor Dawn have a resolution for 
ÔÈÉÓ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ȬÙÅÁÒȭ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
lay participation in the church service. This means 
you!  We will be looking for readers, of course, but if 
you are prone to stage fright, you can always help 
with taking up collection, greeting or handing out 
programs and hymnals. 
This is not limited to the adults in the congregation.  

Many of our younger members of the 
North Church Family do a great job 

reading, taking collection and 
passing out the hymnals! 

We will have a clip board to sign 
ÕÐȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅÄ ÉÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 

the deacons asks you. 

Coffee Hour volunteers needed! 
Soon we will be transitioning back to the Parish 
House for our Sunday morning worship services 
where following the service we can all enjoy a time 
of fellowship  over coffee .  But that 
means that we need volunteers to 
make that coffee so please con-
sider signing up for a Sunday 
soon.  The supplies are provided for 
you.  Instructions are posted next to 
the sign up sheet in the Fellowship 
Hall but if you have additional ques-
tions, please see Liz Good.  She'll 
be happy to assist you! 
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A Message From the Pastor 
As you might imagine, I have put a lot of thought, research, and prayer into the subject of 

strategic planning for a long time, especially since Spring of 2010 when Cabinet made the sig-
nificant and courageous decision to pursue a careful strategic planning effort and employ a 
good consultant to assist the work.  Now it is September and very soon considerable en-

ergy will be offered to the effort to get everyone that cares about the future of North Church
--long- time members, new members, friends who are invested in the life of this institutionɂ
involved in communicating with each other about our challenges, hopes and dreams for its future.  From 
genuine communication will come the data that Cabinet will use to make its recommendation for next steps 
and implementation.  So, why bother? Will this outcome be different from anything that has gone before? 
What is the responsibility of each of us? I can only offer you what I believe, but let me try. 
We bother because we are rooted in a common understanding that God has done great things for us and we 
are called to honor that grace with thanksgiving and a sincere effort to share the Good News.  The only thing 
that does not change is Godɂ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÙÅÓÔÅÒÄÁÙȟ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ×Ȣ  (Ï× ×Å ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
grace and how we respond to it as an institution and as individuals does change.  The Church Universal is in 
the midst of a tremendous period of change and we cannot ignore that.  We must bother. 
This strategic planning process is our mutual effortɂÎÏÔ #ÁÂÉÎÅÔȭÓȟ ÎÏÔ ÍÉÎÅȟ ÎÏÔ ÁÎÙ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÕÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓȟ 
but oursɂto visualize and verbalize a new way to be the Church in this place at this time.  It is about discover-
ÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÌÄ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÍÁÎÙ 
course adjustments and has another opportunity to be new again.  The outcome will be different because we 
will be different, open and honest and caring of one another, dedicated to what is best for this institution, the 
community and the global community to which we are inextricably bound.  Like the young ladies group  of a 
former time in the church in which I was ordained that was named LOANIɂȰÌÏÏË ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎȱɂwe have 
the opportunity to once again remember and act as God in Jesus Christ invites us to. We have stepped out in 
faith before.  Doing so again will make a difference. 
Responsibility for this process rests in all of our hands though not all in the same way.  The most significant 
responsibility that we share is just thatɂwe share it!  Each of us must invest some extra time and thought and, 
no doubt sacrifice something.  Our single most significant responsibility is to be involved and, in so doing, dis-
cover that there is at least as much joy as there is hard work in our work together. 
I believe in you and I believe that God believes in North Church.  The strategic planning process in which we 
ÁÒÅ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÄ ÉÓ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÍ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÁÙ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
spirits of each of us and to serve the world as we are called to.  One who is dedicated to this church and this 
process and to the service of others suggests that the passage from Luke below is a good guide for us.  I 
wholeheartedly agree.  The first and most constant thing we can do in this process is to pray for each other in 
our mutual work.  Place this passage where you will see it every day and offer a prayer for our mutual desire 
ÁÎÄ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌȢ 
Faithfully, Dawn 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 

over, will be put in your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.  

Luke 6:38 (NRSV) 
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New Library Books  
Purchased by the Feaster 
Book Fund: 
Sarah's Key  
by Tatiana De Rosnay 
The Help  
by Kathryn Stockett 
Heretic's Daughter 
by Kathleen Kent 
A Vintage affair 
by Isabel Wolff 
A School for My Village by Twesigye Jackson Kaguri 
One Day by David Nicholls 
Comfort Food  by Kate Jacobs 
Heaven is For Real    Todd Burpo 
God Never Blinks  Regina Brett 
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 
One Summer  by David Baldacci 
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 
Room by Emma Donoghue 
Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter  by Tom Franklin 
  
Additional Books Donated to the Library: 
For One More Day   by Mitch Albom 
Patty Jane's House of Curls  by Lorna Landvik 
Cat's Eye  by Margaret Atwood 
Master and Commander   by  Patrick O'Brien 
The Lay of the Land by Richard Ford 
Saving Cee Cee Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman 
The Zookeeper's Wife by Diane Ackerman 
Shelter Me  by Juliette Fay 
Really Bad Girls of the Bible by Liz Curtis Higgs 
Wish Me Well  David Baldacci 
The Beach House by Jane Green 
The Art of Racing in the Rain  by Garth Stern 
The House of Spirits  by Isabel Allende 
 
North Church Women 
On Tuesday September 13 at 10 AM 
the North Church Women will have a 
planning session for the program years 
2011-12.  This is an invitation to all 
women of North Church.  We need 
some fresh in-put! 
 
On Tuesday October 11 at 2 pm we are looking for-
ward to an interesting program on Genealogy.  More 
information will be in the October Bellman.    

 
Submit a favorite photo of 
yourself/your family by 
Rally Sunday, September 
18th for inclusion in the 
collection of North 
Church members & 
friends pictorial directory. 
 
Here are some suggestions to guide you: 

¡ Submit a photo that includes all members of 
your family when possible.  Take a photo of 
college age children before they head back to 
school. 

¡ Submit a photo that is clearly focused and 
where all individuals can be seen.  The closer 
the subjects are in the photo, the better. 

¡ Both color and/or black and white photos are 
acceptable. 

 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÓÕÂÍÉÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÈÏÔÏȡ 

¡ Email your photo to Melissa in the church office 
at mwilson@northchurchportsmouth.org  

          (this is the preferred method) 
¡ Bring your photo on Rally Sunday where they 

will be collected. 
¡ Send or drop your photo off at the church of-

fice.  ɉ"Å ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ 
photo returned.) 

 
A photo taking session is scheduled for Rally Sun-
day, Sept 18 for those who wish to have their pic-
ture taken by a member of the Directory Commit-
tee.  If you are homebound, we will come to you 
ɀ just let us know! 
 

Please contact Liz Good, Wendy 
Mello, Jane Feragne Gessay or 
Kim Quinty if you have addi-
tional questions. 

mailto:mwilson@northchurchportsmouth.org
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Rita Aitken 

Sylvia Alden 

Leo  Appel 

Miriam Bailey 

Arlene Beatty 

Charles & Patricia Beatty 

Fred & Cathy Bisset 

Barbara Bolko 

Glenvia & Paul Brown 

Mary Louise Brozena 

Cal Canney 

Edwin Clark 

John & Jean Crist 

Elizabeth Cross 

Shirley Edmunds 

Daniel & June Ellis 

Bill & Lillian Elwell 

Jim & Nicole  Enright 

Jean Erickson 

Jane Feragne-Gessay 

Marjorie Fernald 

Mike & Sue Foye 

Tom Fuller 

Mark & Mary Furber 

Elizabeth Gilman 

Mark & Liz  Good 

Omar & Carol Gordon 

Ted Gray 

David Greer 

Ann Grimbilas 

Christine & Tom Groleau 

Harold Hapgood 

Harriet Hardy 

Richard & Barbara Hay 

Norm & Betty Henderson 

Cliff & Charlene Hodgdon 

Shirley Hodgdon 

Phyllis Irish 

Irene Kelley 

Paul Kelley 

Peter & Betsy Kinner 

Russell Knox 

Mark & Pauline Lampert 

Elizabeth LaPage 

Betty Larsen 

Judith & Andrew Layton 

Nancy Layton 

Robert & Carolyn Layton 

Dorothy Lee 

Walter Littlefield 

Barbara Long 

Knute & Phyllis Lundgren 

Ken & June Lurvey 

Rick & Kathy Mason 

John & Elizabeth Melita 

Donald & Ahdrah Moore 

Ellie More 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Ellen Nickerson 

June Parker 

Sue & Dan Parr 

Robert   Pecunies 

Marjorie Perkins 

Priscilla Pettis 

Kimberly Quinty 

Martha  Rahn 

Anita Rice 

Judy & Jim Ringer 

Kenneth & Vera Ritcey 

Alan & Melissa Robinson 

Rodney & Barbara Robinson 

David Sanderson 

Mabel Sargent 

Dawn Shippee 

Janet  Taylor 

Barbara Toomire 

Russell & Barbara VanBilliard 

Bill & Connie Warren 

Gloria & Jon Wennberg 

John & Pat Wolfe 

Kathy & Larry Woodcome 

Ralph Woodman Jr 

Joanne Coleman Yeaton 

Stewardship Update!  Thanks to all those who have committed to supporting the on-
going mission of our church by submitting written pledges. To date we have received 
83 pledge cards totaling $101,745.  Add your name to this list, by sending in your pledge 
today!  #ÁÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÄȩ  7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÍÏÒÅȦ               
                ,ÅÔȭÓ ÒÁÉÓÅ ΏΪΤΧΧ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ  
       the $110,000 minimum goal!   

06-Sep Cal & Betsy Canney 

07-Sep Fred & Cathy Bisset 

15-Sep Paul & Becky Kelley 

20-Sep Clifton & Charlene Hodgdon 

26-Sep Brian & Tara Sullivan 

01-Sep Martha Rahn 

02-Sep Grace Jordan 

03-Sep T. Russell Brightman 

07-Sep Kenneth Lurvey 

08-Sep Priscilla Pettis 

11-Sep Tracy Darrow 

12-Sep Alison Rahn 

13-Sep Claudia Groleau 

13-Sep Frederick Mauer 

14-Sep Jennifer Mason 

18-Sep Lorinda Layton 

18-Sep Scott LaPointe 

19-Sep Susan Foye 

20-Sep Amy Barry 

22-Sep Elizabeth Longtin 

22-Sep Sarah Longtin 

22-Sep Connie Warren 

23-Sep Kyle Barry 

24-Sep Carolyn Layton 

24-Sep Shirley Hodgdon 

25-Sep Mike Hirtle 

25-Sep Tom Fuller 

27-Sep Julie McDevitt 

29-Sep Paul Kelley 

 


