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December 2011/January 2012  

North Church of Portsmouth, UCC  * 603.436.9109  *  www.northchurchportsmouth.org  

The Bellman  

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund  
is the primary source of annual income for the work of the United Church 
Board for Ministerial Assistance, one of the corporations comprising the Pen-
sion Boards of the United Church of Christ.  
 
You can honor the Christ Child during this season by bringing gifts that will be 
used to support and honor those who have served, and are serving, this be-
loved church. Your gifts will truly represent the incarnational nature of the 
church at its best.  
 
Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supple-
mentation to low -income retirees, emergency assistance to the families of 
clergy and lay employees and Christmas òThank Youó Gift Checks to hundreds 
of annuitants.  
 
The Christmas Fund provides a lifeline of hope to many lower -income active 
and retired clergy and lay employees in the United Church of Christ. Due to 

the lingering effects of the economic recession, there have been many instances in which gifts from the Christ-
mas Fund have made a critical difference in the lives of people living literally on the edge.  
 
The United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance and the staff of the Pension Boards are confident that, 
through your continuing faithfulness, we will be able to provide the same level of care and compassion as has 
been our tradition for more than a century.  
 
At North Church The Christmas Fund Offering will be gratefully received through the month of December.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVELOPE 
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NH Primary January 10  
Remember that we are the polling place for Ward 2 
and the Fellowship Hall will be busy January 9 
through 11.   The poll workers response to their No-
vember election experience in this space was very 
good.  They and the City thank us for this gift of 
space. 
 
NORTH CHURCH WOMEN 

Saturday, December 3, 9 -2pm is 
the Christmas Holly Shoppe . Come 
to work,  Come to eat, Come to 
meet friends,  Come to see the 
Christmas decorations, Come to 
buy, Come to bid, Come to see 
Santa,  Come to have fun! Come 
and Get  in the Christmas Spirit!  

 
Sunday, December 4, 2011 is Poinsettia Sunday.  Plants 
will be on display in the narthex with cards and ad-
dresses provided to be delivered to the North Church 
Shut in Family.  They look forward to a visit from you 
and theirgift of a  beautiful plant.  Co-Chairs are 
Priscilla Pettis and Barbara Hay.  According to our 
records plants have been delivered at Christmas for 
21 years!  This was started by the North Church 
Women in 1990 and deliveries have been made by the 
North Church Family.  
 
Sunday January 8,  2012 at 2 PM we will celebrate 
the Annual Silver Tea .  This is to thank the workers 
of the Christmas Holly Shoppe.  Priscilla Pettis was 
the chairman and many thanks go out to her for the 
many hours of work she put in to make it a great 2011 
Fair.  All the Church Family worked so hard to make 
it a successful  fun event.  Everyone is invited to atten d. 
The hostess in charge is Ellie More and her commit-
tee.  We will again enjoy the wonderful music Nathan 
Amsden shares with us.  Last near we had a packed 
Family Room.  Come and be part of this delightful 
"Silver Tea". 
 

Ukama News 
On Saturday, November 19, Pastor 
Dawn, Betty Gilman, Bob 
Layton, and I went to the Ukama  
Partnership Fair at the UCC Cen-
ter in Pembroke.  
 
At the worship service we learned a new 
hymn Uyai Mose (Come all you people) which we 
hope to share with you in the future. The theme of 
the service was 'God, help us to listen and learn'.  
 
The keynote speaker was Doug Rogers author of the 
book The Last Resort, a memoir of Zimbabwe . His 
family , although white, can trace their Zimbabwe 
roots back 400 years. The book is based on his par-
ents life, which he related with a lot of humor. Our 
evening women's group has been reading the book, so 
there are copies around available for borrowing.  
 
After lunch, we had some discussions with the other 
participants, many have traveled to Zimbabwe sev-
eral times. The Wakefield church is already planning 
to fill and ship another container from NH  to Zim-
babwe. Other churches are planning for future face -
to-face visits. Betty set up a slide show of the pic-
tures we received from our partner Marondera 
church. The others were interested in seeing Rever-
end Thondhlana's ordination plus those of the members 
holding what we sent to them in that last container.   
 
It was a fun day, the roads were dry, and we had a 

good time. June Parker  

Everyone is invited to join in the fun!  

 

Mark your Calendars 

for this Annual Holiday Event  

 

T h e P a r i s h  

L i f e B o a r d 

p r o u d l y  

p r e s e n t s : 

 

Caroling! 

Sunday 

December 18, 2011 

4 p.m. 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
December 4: Advent 2, Holy Communion  
10:00 AM Parish House 
Lectionary: Isaiah 40:1 -11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Pe-
ter 3:8 -15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 
December 11: Advent 3, Pageant Sunday 
10:00 AM Market Square Sanctuary 
Lectionary: Isaiah 61:1 -4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 
1:46-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
December 18 : Advent 4  
10:00 AM Market Square Sanctuary 
Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:1 -11, 16; Luke 1:46-55 or 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
 
December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Services  
6:00 PM  Market Square Sanctuary 
11:00 PM Market Square Sanctuary 
 Music begins at 10:45 PM 
 
December 25: Christmas Day Vespers Service 
4:00 PM Market Square Sanctuary 
 
WORSHIP IN THE NEW YEAR 
 
January 1: New Yearõs Day, Holy Communion 
10:00 AM Parish House 
Lectionary:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8; Revelation 
21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31 -46 
 
January 8 : The Baptism of Our Lord 
10:00 AM Parish House 
Lectionary: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; 
Mark 1:4-11 
 
January 15 :  
10:00 AM Parish House 
Lectionary: 1 Samuel 3:1 -10 [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 
13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12 -20; John 1:43-51 
 
January 22:  
10:00 AM Parish House 
Lectionary:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corin-
thians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
 
January 29:  
10:00 AM Parish House 
Lectionary:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Co-
rinthians 8:1 -13; Mark 1:21-28 

 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  
North Church Parish House 

January 5, 2012 
12 Noon to 5PM 

 
Bag of Dunkin Donuts Coffee for all donors! 
 
The Mission Board will need your help 
for registration and escorting.  Watch 
for the sign -up list!   

As we prepare to celebrate the coming 
of the Christ Child, may we be espe-
cially mindful of those separated from 
their homes and loved ones.  We pray 
for those who serve in the armed forces 
and their families, especially thinking 
of Marley Conway who is now in Japan.  

Her address will be posted.  
 
We pray for those in special need of Godõs comfort 
and care, including Harold Hapgood, Jim Carmody, 
June Ellis, and Jackie Davis.  We pray that Joyce 
Browning is settling into the Mark Wentworth Home.  
We are grateful that Dottie Lee is recovering well 
from hip surgery.  
 
We pray for Miriam Baileyõs recuperation from hip 
surgery.  Miriamõs address until further notice is At-
lantic Health Care Center, 3663 15 th Ave. Vero Beach, 
FL 32960. 
 
We extend our sympathy to the Hodgdon family fol-
lowing the passing of Marilynn 
Robitaille on October 16, 2011.  
 
A FOND FAREWELL 
By Christmas Eve our friends the 
Salter FamilyñTim, Katherine, 
Grace, Jonathan and Michaelñwill be home again in 
Noank, CT after more than 18 months here with us 
while Timõs command, the USS Virginia has been un-
dergoing maintenance at the shipyard.  We will miss 
them and we pray Godõs blessing on them always.  
Their address in CT 59 Sequin Drive, Noank, CT 06340 

 
HAVE YOU MADE YOUR  
FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO 
YOUR CHURCH FOR 2011-2012? 
It is never too late to make your 
written commitment to the finan-
cial well -being of your church and 
December is always a good time to 
make a commitment or an extra 
gift.  One of the many things we 

need to consider as we work to establish a strategic 
plan that will help our church become more fiscally 
responsible is how much we each give to support the 
work of Christõs church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=10
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=10
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=10
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=10
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=10
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=62
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=62
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=63
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A Message from our Pastor  
When we made the decision to make 

this issue of the newsletter a  Decem-
ber ðJanuary issue, I wasnõt paying 
much attention to the reality that it 

would mean talking about Advent, 
Christmas and New Yearõs all in one 

breath!  The lesson is the one Advent tries to teach 
usñslow down and pay attention, prepare, but donõt 
rush.  Take deep breaths and release them slowly re-
membering that, for all the tension in the world and 
our angst right here in our beloved church about stra-
tegic planning  that frightens us and we cannot con-
trol, we can control how we respond.  
There is only one way to respond and that is with 
hope.  Hope is not just the first candle in the Advent 
wreath.  Hope is the one thing that all people of all 
ages and stages, all nationalities and creeds, all col-
ors and conditions share every day, every month, 
every year.  
Theologian Jürgen Moltmann, author of Theology of 
Hope wrote: If it is hope that maintains and upholds 
faith and keeps it moving on, if it is hope that draws 
the believer into the life of love, then it will also be 
hope that is the mobilizing and driving force of 
faith's thinking, of its knowledge of, and reflections 
on, human nature, history and society. Faith hopes in 
order to know what it believes. Hence all its knowl-
edge will be an anticipatory, fragmentary knowledge 
forming a prelude to the promised future, and as 
such is committed to hope. Hence also vice versa the 
hope which arises from faith in God's promise will 
become the ferment in our thinking, its mainspring, 
the source of its restlessness and torment.  
As Advent unfolds and Christmas comes bright with 
promise and the New Year welcomes us to infinite 
possibilities, let us be a people of hope who trust the 
promises of God which so richly fill this time of year.  
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government will be upon his shoulder, and his name 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ev-
erlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6 RSV).   
Let our response be one of hope that believes all that 
God has promised will come to reveal the realm of 
God on earth.  Let us carry that hope in our hearts 
and share it with joy to the glory of God.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!               Dawn 

 

SOME THANK YOU THOUGHTS 
Sometimes the most important gift we can give is a 
well -timed òthank you.ó  What better time to thank 
the often òunseen and unsungó heroes and heroines  
that help make North Church work than Christmas 
time?!  No matter how careful this list is, it is specific 
to some and will miss others.  Let the office know 
and we will continue to note the quiet dedication 
among us. 
 
Our thanks to  those who serve at the Salvation Army 
Food Kitchen: Tom and Barbara Bolko, Ken and June 
Lurvey, John Crist, Jon Wennberg, Paul Kelley, Peter 
and Betsy Kinner, Judy Ringer, Bruce Day, Melissa 
Busher, and Liz Good. 
 
Our thanks to  those who gather early in the week to 
count and record our offering: June Parker, Bob 
Layton, Sue Foye, Rick Mason and Dave Sanderson. 
 
Our thanks to  those who fold the newsletter and pre-
pare it for mailing: Sue Foye, Marty Fernald, Priscilla 
Pettis and Carolyn Layton with occasional help from 
Dottie Lee, Jean Erickson, and Priscilla Pettis.  
 
Our thanks to  our church school teachers, who in-
clude those that made the 6 th Annual Ornament Mak-
ing a fun activity: Kristin Wilson, Samantha Pizz, 
Heather Pettis, Brenda Delfino, Chris Hodgson, Lo-
pata, Karen Longtin, Jenny Shaw, Gail Darrow and 
Librarians, Sandra & Kevin Jordan. 
 
Our thanks to  Betsy Kinner for keeping the Adult Li-
brary in order.  
 
Our thanks to  Kathy Mason for beautiful bulletin 
boards. 
 
As you review this list and think of others to thank, 
donõt wait, thank them now!  And consider where you 
might quietly serve the church.  There is always room 
to do good things.  
 
 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing:  

Mark the Date: Friday, December 9
th
.  Salvation Army Bell Ringing in Market Sq. 

Sign-up Sheet in Parish House. Slots still open and backup needed!  

If you have any questions, please contact Jon Wennberg 436-5297 




