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LET’S BE FRANK
I like to say to people when meeting them for the first time “I am Frank, and that is my name
also”. Yes, a little corny I know but it establishes that I live into my name sometime. It is great
to be with you at North Church and I look forward to many years of this pilgrimage together.
Speaking of Frank, I came across this recently about what a church tried in an effort to create more of an atmosphere of invitation in their church. The deal is we need to be inviting ‘Frank’ to worship and other activities at the church or other events that we might sponsor. Of course ‘Frank’ stands for something. Are you
ready for this?
Friends
Relatives
Acquaintances
Neighbors
Kids
So we should all be about creating an atmosphere of Invitation by inviting Frank. Did you know that only 2%
of church people ever invite anyone to a church function. Maybe it is time to increase those percentages at
North Church. Just thinking out loud.
Frank

SERMON TALK BACKS AT THE SOUL CAFÉ ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 5
AND 12 — we gather with the Soul Café neon sign 10 minutes after the end of
worship for a 30 minute time sharing with the Pastor. Please no tomatoes.

Announcing the OOB Group
What is OOB? It is the OUTSIDE OF THE BOX group and all are invited.
This group is for people that want to be creative and think about the church
outside of the box. This group will only meet a few times over the next 6 months. The group
will be a think tank that will assist the Pastor in thinking and dreaming about fresh ways to be
the church in Portsmouth and the world. The first meeting of OOB will be on Wednesday November 8 at 6pm in the Living Room/Soul Café.
Email Frank to let him know you plan to attend: fnewsome@northchurchportsmouth.org

Daily Devotions
November Schedule
10:00 am
November 5—Parish House Chapel
Twenty second Sunday after Pentecost
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated
November 12- Parish House Chapel
Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 19 – Market Square
Twenty fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 26– Parish House Chapel
Twenty fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Many folks find time for a daily devotion
and many come to the end of the day realizing that time has slipped by once again. There
are two options that may help us to stop and take
time to read a prepared devotion. One is to subscribe to a daily email called Stillspeaking Daily Devotional UCC. It is written by ministers across the
nation and includes a scripture passage, reflection
and prayer.
The second way is to pick up a copy of The Upper
Room found on the table at the entrance to the Parish House. North Church Women purchase copies
that are published every two months. It comes in
large and regular print and offers a similar devotional as the email version. The Upper Room is mailed
out to those folks that are not able to attend church

Annual Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army
Saturday, December 9
Market Square
9 am -- 6 pm
Signup sheet which is posted in the bulletin board at the Parish House. Everyone is welcome to ring the
bell for an hour shift so bring a friend or family and join us in this worthy cause.
Any questions contact Jon Wennberg: (603) 436-5297 .
Two people needed for every shift

North Church Women
The NCW will meet on Thursday, November 9 at 6:00 pm at the Firefly Pottery at
72 Mirona Road in Portsmouth. This has become an annual event where members pick a piece of pottery to paint and make a great Christmas gift for family or friends. All church women are invited to attend this fun project.

Holly Shoppe Fair Silent Auction Becomes Raffle!
What you ask, does this headline mean? Actually, it is a change that has been
talked about over time and will happen on December 2nd at the North Church
Holly Shoppe Fair! In the past, the silent auction used bidding sheets, but this
year the purchase of raffle tickets will be the method of item selection. Tickets will sell for $1.00 each
or six for $5.00 on the day of the fair and may be deposited with the item(s) desired.
Donation of raffle items may come from church members individually or from
groups within the church. Individual items such as a framed picture or a handmade Raggedy Ann (two
examples from the past) are great options. Gift baskets with a special theme such as Morning Breakfast
or Christmas Elf (another two examples from the past) maybe put together for the raffle. We will not
be soliciting businesses in general to fill the tables, but if individuals need help creating value, please
contact Betty Gilman at 431-1098.
The Raffle will create an opportunity for all North Church folks to become involved
in creating a successful fundraiser. Your donations are gratefully received at the Parish House from
November 12 through November 26.

Helpers Needed!!!!!
The Greens Table can use your help.
•

On Tuesday, November 28 we will be making swags for the fair from 6-8 at the Parish House.

•

On Thursday, November 30 we will be filling the memorial baskets and other containers with
greens from 6-8 at the Parish House.

Please come and help! It is easy and we give lessons and have fun!
Questions? Contact Sue Foye: 436-8794

Do you have greens (pine, yews, cypress, spruce, boxwood etc.) or red holly berries? Either bring them
to the parish House on Monday, November 27 or contact Sue Foye 436-8794 and we will come and
pick them.

Mission Board News

CROP Hunger Walk A Huge Success!
The Seacoast Interfaith CROP Walk, sponsored by Church World Service, was held in Exeter on Sunday,
October 15th with approximately 150 walkers participating. Nineteen (19) walkers represented North
Church including: Rev. Frank and Jill Newsome; Marcia and Randy Leach; Bryanna and Jared Leach;
Sam, Kevin, Adeline, Zoey, and Castle Pizz; Brenda Delfino; Gail Darrow; Liz Good; Sue Foye; Karen
Conway; Deb Jones; and Pam and Doug Woodward.
North Church reached its goal of $1500 to help fight hunger around the world.
THANK YOU to the walkers and the donors who supported this effort!
The Seacoast Interfaith CROP Walk group has raised a total of $18,619 to date with more to be donated. The local CROP Hunger Walk group can choose to return 25% of the money raised to local community hunger fighting efforts.
If you still wish to write a check, please make it payable to North Church and write Crop Walk on the
memo line and drop in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Cash donations may also be placed in the offering plate in an envelope marked “Crop Walk”.
Thank you for your support!

Ingathering for Thanksgiving Baskets
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 19th
As has been the tradition for many years, you are invited to bring non-perishable food items or
financial contributions for a Thanksgiving meal to worship at Market Square the Sunday before
Thanksgiving. Non-perishable food items needed for the meal are: stuffing mix, cranberry sauce,
applesauce, canned vegetables, quick bread mixes, gravy, instant potatoes, macaroni & cheese,
pickles and olives. During worship, you will be asked to come to the front of the sanctuary and
place your food donations in the boxes decorated by our Sunday School children. Because we do
not have storage space tor turkeys, monetary donations (cash or checks) should be placed in the
basket on the table above the boxes or in the offering plate.
The food and money collected will be delivered to Cross Roads House in Portsmouth to help support individuals and families in transition. Please note that checks should be made out to North
Church with “Cross Roads House” written on the memo line.
The Mission Board, and those whom your contributions will feed, thank you in advance for your
generosity.

M I S S I O N S

N E WS

“It underscores a commitment to address food insecurity through gathering not only food, but also
community support.”
The Mission Board of North Church is continuing to support programs at Gather (formerly SFFP). The
Board will suggest a food item(s) and a personal care item for donation each month. As always, food
and personal care items may be brought to the Parish House on Spinney Road at any time and placed in
the bookcase in the foyer. The schedule of suggested donations is:
Month

Food Item

Personal Care Item

November

Soups (chunky with meat)

Shampoo & Conditioner

December

Canned & Dried Beans

Facial Tissues

Thank you for your October donations of 100% fruit jelly and bar soap. These items and a variety of others were delivered to the food pantry. September donations were valued at $81.00!
All donations are welcome and needed at the pantry. The following list includes items that are on the
pantry’s wish list: peanut butter, 100% fruit jelly, decaf coffee, whole grain crackers, 100% fruit juice
(and juice boxes for kids), soups (chunky w/meat), shelf stable milk, tuna, granola bars, extra virgin olive
oil, tomato sauce, brown rice and other whole grains, canned and dried beans, preferably whole grain
pasta, instant oatmeal, instant cream of wheat, oatmeal, low-sugar cereals, small portion pop-top cans
tuna and chicken, applesauce, animal crackers, and Ensure/Boost type nutrition drinks. Please check
dates! Out-of-date items are NOT accepted.

“Meatball Monday Reminder”
On the second Monday of each month, one of the North Church volunteer groups
serves meatball subs at the Salvation Army soup kitchen. 250 meatballs are needed
for the meal. Please consider purchasing a bag of frozen meatballs the next time you are at the grocery
store and bringing them to the Parish House and putting them in the freezer. We thank you in advance
for your generosity!
THANKS to you, over $30 worth of meatballs were donated in the last few weeks. That enabled us to
purchase other dinner supplies and stretch our budget. We did not have to purchase any meatballs for
the October soup kitchen meal.
Be thinking about the ways you can support individuals and families in need in our community. Your
generosity is always greatly appreciated!

M I S S I ON S
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Neighbors in Need Offering
Protect the Sacred
In a Just World, Clean Water is Life.
Your donations will help to support the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. THANK YOU!

The Giving Tree
Starting Sunday, November 19th
The Christmas Giving Tree will be in place in the foyer of the Market Square
sanctuary on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 19th. It will be decorated with
gift tags that you may select, and then purchase gifts for people in need in the
community. After the November 19th service, the tree decorated with gift tags
will be set up in the Parish House foyer at Spinney Road where it will remain until all of the
tags have been selected.
Those who are purchasing gifts are asked to please return the gifts to the Parish House no
later than DECEMBER 10th. For security reasons, when bringing in a Gift Card during the
week, please take it into the office and hand to Paula. You may hand gift cards to any Mission Board member on Sunday mornings. Members are: Ann Knox, Karen Conway, Marcia
Leach, and Pam Woodward.
The following organizations will receive Giving Tree gifts from North Church: The Edgewood
Centre and Cross Roads House Inc., in Portsmouth; New Generation, in Greenland; and Rockingham County Long Term Care in Brentwood. Please see the instructions for wrapping on
the gift tags. Some organizations ask that gifts be left unwrapped. Other organizations request gift cards in lieu of a specific gift as this provides flexibility for the recipient to purchase
needed items.

The Mitten Tree
Time to start knitting and
shopping for items!
Once the gift tags have been chosen and removed from The Giving Tree, it will become The
Mitten Tree. Throughout the month of January, the Mission Board will be collecting mittens
and hats for children in Portsmouth’s three elementary schools. We ask that you place these
on the tree. The school nurses have also indicated a need for children’s size small (for 5 & 6
year olds) underwear, sweatpants, and sox.
It’s not too early to be thinking WINTER!

Birthdays
11/02
11/02
11/04
11/05
11/08
11/08

Monica
Glenvia
Jeffrey
Max
Kathleen
David

Clough
Brown
Hodgdon
Heard
Mason
Sanderson

11/11
11/11
11/11

Jean-Paul
Christine
Karen

11/12
11/14
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/20
11/21
11/23
11/24
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/30
11/30
11/30

Jane
William
Marjorie
Skyler
Sydney
Sophie
Laura
Grant
Megan
Nancy
Tim
Amanda
Elizabeth
Janet
Andrew

Baritugo
Bisset
Longtin
FeragneGessay
Gobbi
Perkins
Amsden
Pettis
Casa
Coleman
Mauer
Wilson
Layton
Cushing
Gallant
Cross
Cushing
Layton

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
November 15th
8:00 am
Café Espresso
All Welcome!

Anniversaries

Cynthia and George Haskell

11/5

Joyce and Alan Sanderson

11/6

Paul and Laura Gobbi

11/21

The total donated to the UCC Disaster Relief
(hurricanes) effort by North Church is $1865.
Your response to the UCC Disaster Relief effort
has been overwhelming!

Ukama Mail
It has been six months since we have sent letters to
our friends in Marondera. This December a group
from Newport NH will be traveling to visit their
partners and have offered to hand carry letters for
all. Please have your letters or Christmas greetings
in the basket found on the shelf behind the name
board at the Parish House by November 14.
Tinotenda!!!

2017 Greens Pre-Order Form
12” Wreaths (22” diameter)
Kissing Balls (Balsam)
Memorial Baskets (12” Pine Bark Baskets with Assorted Greens & Berries)
Item

Quantity

Unit Price

Totals

Wreath - Plain

12.00

$

Wreath - Plain (w/Bow)

15.00

$

Wreath (w/Bow ~Decorated)

25.00

$

Kissing Ball - Plain

20.00

$

Kissing Ball (w/Bows & Tails)

25.00

$

Ribbon Color:

Ribbon Color:
Memorial Baskets (Sm)

20.00

Memorial Baskets (Lg)

25.00

$

Ribbon Color:
Grand Total: $
required 50% deposit $

Name:

Phone:

Address:
Make Checks Payable to North Church Women.
Please return this form to the Parish House Office
By NOVEMBER 20TH with your 50% deposit to
355 Spinney Road, Portsmouth, NH 03801

Thank you for your order!

North Church of Portsmouth is an Open and
Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ
Open and Affirming Covenant

Fellowship Time
Following 10:00 am Parish House Service
Church School
11:15 am Parish House (Sept - June)
Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 9am - 2pm

"The first [commandment] is . . . 'You shall love The Lord your
God with all your soul, and with all your mind, with all your
strength.' The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than
these." (Mark 12:29-31).
Therefore, we work together to support our members, the community and those seeking a place in God's family with the understanding that each is unique. We welcome people of any race,
creed, color, age, gender identity and gender expression, sexual
orientation, economic status, marital status, physical, emotional,
mental capacity and those in relationships recognized under
God's law.

North Church of Portsmouth, UCC
355 Spinney Road
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Sunday Worship
Worship is held at the Parish House at 10am.
Select Sundays are held at the Market Square
Bldg. A complete list is located on the website.

We, the members of North Church of Portsmouth welcome all
people to be faithful followers of God and the teachings of Jesus
Christ with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We believe we should
reach out and be open to all people. Therefore, this Open and Affirming statement expresses that which is accepted by our congregation.

Return Service Requested

Church Sanctuary
Market Square, Portsmouth, NH 03801
Church Office
Parish House
355 Spinney Road
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603.436.9109 phone
603.436.6744 fax

