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A Note From Jenn
Beloved North Church,
Happy New Year! I pray that this new year brings a season of discovery, hope and possibility to each of your
lives and to our common life together. I feel so grateful for the ministry we share and for the love that courses
through our church.
This month, we will celebrate the day and the season of Epiphany. Epiphany marks the day when the Wise
Ones finally, after many miles and days and months, met the Christ child at the manger. They were amazed at
what they saw. They had followed a Star to the place where the newborn king, foretold by the prophets, would
lay. Thinking they were on the way to greet earthly royalty, they brought gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. We can only imagine how Mary might have rolled her eyes - what would a poor, disenfranchised baby
and his family do with gifts such as these?
Or maybe, rather than roll her eyes, Mary looked with sympathy and understanding on the Wise Ones. Nothing could have prepared them for the reality they faced: that the Son of God, Emmanuel, would come to Earth
as a poor, vulnerable child, surrounded by animals, hay and dirt. Nothing could have prepared us, were we to
visit the manger, to discover just what God could do in the most humble of places.
That’s what this season is about, friends: discovery. During Epiphany, we look at the world with new eyes,
wondering what message God has for us, what Good News God is trying to share with us, what light God is
bringing to the world through Jesus, who makes all things new.
On the 8th, everyone will receive a Star Word. These are cut out stars with words and scripture passages on
them. You’re invited to hang them on your bathroom mirror, on your fridge, on your bedside table - put them
somewhere you’ll see them every day. Then, let those words be a guide, a prayer, a light to your path throughout the year. Who knows what these words will help us discover about God, about faith and about ourselves.
I’m so looking forward to the journey, to the discovery, and to learning about where God is moving in your
lives this year.
With love,

Jenn

Theology on Tap
Join us for a conversation on Epiphany, discoveries and our Star Words!

A Peek Into the Pulpit
Join us this month as we dive into a season of Discovering God in our lives. How is God calling us
to bring the love, peace, joy and hope we discover at Christmas out into the world? We’ll celebrate the season of Epiphany, draw close to the manger with the Wise Ones, then head out into
the world to find the places where our God of love resides. All are welcome!
January 1: Isaiah 52:7-10 - A Vision of What Could Be
January 8: Matthew 2:1-12 - Discovering Jesus
Epiphany Sunday! Join us for our Church Pageant,
receive a Star Word and celebrate a new liturgical season!
January 15: Matthew 2:13-23 - Discovering Justice
January 22: John 1: 35-51 - Discovering Community
January 29: Micah 6:1-8 - Discovering Faith

Youth Gathering
All middle school and high school youth are invited to gather on Sunday, January 22nd
from 5-6:30 for games, conversation and pizza! We’ll be talking about faith in action,
we’ll plan our gatherings for the rest of the year, and possibly run amuck in the Sanctuary. See you there!

C A B I N E T

NEWS

The Cabinet continues working on all things North Church! Here are a few highlights:
 Draft plans were received from Samyn - D’Elia Architects (SDA) and preliminarily reviewed
by the Cabinet. Initial impressions were sent along to be communicated to the architects. We will be scheduling a meeting for staff and committee heads to get feedback on
the plans. We will then schedule a meeting with the architects to discuss the possibility of
proposed changes. Stay tuned! At this point, it is projected that construction will not begin
before April 2023.
 The sanctuary chandeliers were lowered, sconces cleaned, and new LED light bulbs installed creating a much brighter sanctuary. Many thanks to Paul Kelly and Scott Prince for
coordinating this effort.
 The Safe Sanctuary ad hoc committee met in December and has already made great progress in outlining the steps to recommend policies and procedures to ensure a safe
church.
 We continue to monitor the CoVID levels for Rockingham county and the related CDC recommendations. As of the writing of this update, we are currently at Medium risk in Rockingham county. As well, we have noted increased levels of flu and RSV, so please take care
and mask according to your comfort level.
 Our tech team leaders, Scott and Nichole Prince, have been recording our services on
YouTube simultaneously with our Facebook Livestream. We hope to transition our weekly
recordings to YouTube in the near future.
The Cabinet is grateful for all of your support in 2022 as work toward transitioning and realigning North Church operations to best accomplish our mission. We put forth prayers of hope,
gratitude… and endurance as we look forward to another busy and productive year in 2023.
Happy New Year!
Christine Groleau, Moderator

North Church to be on NH Chronicle on January 12th

North Church will be featured on the nightly edition of the Channel 9 (WMUR)
NH Chronicle, on Thursday, January 12th at 7:00 pm, as part of a series
based on the book, “A History of Portsmouth NH in 101 Objects”, recently published for the
City’s 400th Anniversary. WMUR News Anchor Jean Mackin and her cameraman, Joel, made
the climb up the steeple’s stairs and ladders to reach the clock, with the assistance of Phil Pettis and Doug Woodward.
North Church is featured in three of the 101 essays in the book including one on the clock, one
on the Church and its 350-year history, and one on the weathervane. The book is available at
the Portsmouth Public Library and the RiverRun Bookstore.

CHURCH SCHOOL CHATTER

Epiphany Sunday, January 8th - Children, youth and adults will present the annual Christmas Pageant during the 10 a.m. worship service. Rehearsal for the pageant will be held on Saturday, January
7th at 10 a.m. All ages are invited to participate! Please let Pastor Jenn, Gail Darrow, Caroline
McMullen or Liz Good know of your interest and we will find a part for you to play in the Christmas
story.
Sunday, January 15 - Church School will resume. With the New Year comes new and exciting
changes to our Church School program and space. We will be introducing a new curriculum that is
both progressive and diverse, using inclusive language and having an intergenerational focus. Additionally, we are making changes to our learning space in the balcony. The children will be grouped
according to age for their lessons, but may come together periodically for special projects. If you’d
like to serve as an “extra pair of hands” one Sunday a month, please let Gail Darrow, Caroline
McMullen or Liz Good know. It’s fun and help is always needed. And finally, please feel free to
come on up and view the new learning space!
Ongoing - Donations for Care Packages for our neighbors in need - We are still collecting the following items: travel size toothpaste, lotion, tissues, wipes, hand sanitizer, bandaids, toothbrushes, chapstick, nail clippers, adult sized socks, granola, fruit, or power bars, and cheese/peanut butter crackers.
Donations can be placed in the box provided in the narthex. Our youth will prepare the care packages
that will hang from our front outdoor railing and will be readily available for the taking. Thank you
for thinking of our friends who need a little help this winter.♥

CLIMATE HOPE CARDS CONTEST

In November, our children and youth submitted drawings displaying their hopes, dreams and concern
for the health and love of our environment. Three hundred and thirty nine UCC churches across the
nation participated in this project. Our drawings were sent to the United Church of Christ in Cleveland,
Ohio. We have received word from Cleveland that on January 14th at 3:00 p.m. ET, there will be an
Awards Ceremony revealing the chosen drawings, via Zoom. Those families whose children submitted a drawing are invited to join in this awards ceremony. Please contact Liz Good and she will forward the link information. Good luck!

Women’s Book Group

We will be discussing “Travels with Epicurus”. A journey to a Greek Island in Search of
a Fulfilled Life by Daniel Klein.
The discussion with be on January 23 at 7, in person at the church or virtually joining
the group by ZOOM.
All are welcome to join the discussion.

North Church Women

North Church Women gathered on December 3, 2022 for a luncheon prepared by
Randy and Marcia Leach. It is with grateful hearts and very full bodies that we ended
the afternoon with a cookie swap. We are truly blessed to be together and to have
made important decisions.
After thanking Priscilla Pettis and Carolyn Layton for their many years of leadership to
this group, a slate of officers were unanimously approved to begin service. They are:
Nancy Layton and Gail Darrow – Co Presidents
Marcia Leach – Secretary
Sue Foye – Treasurer
A review of the current financial standing lead to a discussion on how this group could
best support North Church. It was decided that North Church Women would match
dollars donated up to $5000 between now and March 31, 2023 in support of the organ
fundraising efforts. The challenge for each of us to achieve this goal!

Stewardship

“ New Roads”

How grateful we are to begin a new year with hearts overflowing. Over the next
few months, we will continue to consider ways in which giving includes our
time, talents and treasurers. Certainly the last couple months overflowed with
gifts from so many..

Heading a new calendar year, is a time to consider all that we offer. Remember,
pledges maybe fulfill online, in person or by mail. Note, the mailing address is
now: North Church, 2 Congress Street, Portsmouth NH 03801. We are all grateful church stewards of the work and missions which these dollars support. May we find gratification in the gifts that
each of us contribute.
Below is an ongoing account over the recent fiscal years which show the monthly donations made by
friends and members of North Church. The 2022-2023 has been added to begin to show this fiscal
year.
Monthly
Collections
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

Fiscal Year
2019-20
$21,049
$ 6,068
$ 7,713
$ 7,158
$ 5,860
$20,395
$ 6,690
$ 9,106
$ 7,119
$ 7,044
$ 9,997
$ 8,034

Fiscal Year
2020-2021
$ 13,499
$ 6,131
$ 4,835
$ 9,493
$ 5,678
$ 16,325
$ 11,108
$ 7,108
$ 4,871
$ 7,878
$ 4,648
$ 13,520

Fiscal Year 2021
-2022
$ 16,942
$ 5,337
$ 6,184
$ 6,899
$ 4,357
$ 6,044
$ 6,084
$ 4,629
$ 5,747.50
$ 6,389
$ 5,977
$ 8,970

Annual Total

$116,233

$105,094

$ 83,559.50

Fiscal Year
2022-2023
$ 7,950
$ 8,565
$ 4,501
$ 6.520
$ 5,716

We extend heartfelt gratitude for your time, talent and financial donations which you all regularly
contribute to North Church.
Thank you,
Betty Gilman, Nancy Layton, Mark & Jenny Shaw
Stewardship Committee

M I S S I O N S

NEWS

The Mission Board supports GATHER by requesting donations of food and personal care
items. Items may be placed in the bin on the bench to the right of the church entrance in
the narthex at Market Square before or after the Sunday service.
Here are the suggested donation items for this month:
Month

Food Item

Personal Care Item

January

Canned meat (tuna and chicken)

Shampoo
dates. it

*As always, please check dates. Out of date items are not accepted.
As always, thank you for your con nued support of Gather. Whichever means works best for you, your support of our community is greatly appreciated.

Crop Walk Success - UPDATE
The success of the Seacoast Area Crop Walk seems to keep growing. The latest update for the total
raised throughout the Seacoast is $46,150.00. This translates to a lot of meals and fresh water for
countless numbers of people all around the world. Again, a huge thank you to everyone who contributed to this success. It is amazing what can be accomplished when we work together.

Mitten Tree News
With the end of the Christmas Season and the start of the New Year comes the arrival of the Mitten
Tree. We have already received a few donations from those ambitious knitters out there. Let’s keep
those mittens and hats and scarfs coming. For those of you who don’t knit, store bought hats and
mittens are just as warm. In addition, the schools are also looking for children’s socks, sweatpants
and underwear in small sizes (for children ages 4-10). We look forward to donating the items to students at our local elementary schools again this year.

M I S S I O N S

NEWS

Opportunities for Individual Support
for the Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine
For those who may be looking to ways to individually support the crisis in Ukraine, below are
a couple of alternatives:
Church World Services:

Go to CWSglobal.org and click on “Donate Now.”

Those who knit or crochet may go to https://www.Ravelry.com to seek out and purchase patterns by Ukrainian Designers. The funds go directly to the individual designers.

Prayer Shawls
Throughout the centuries, shawls have been made and worn to provide comfort, warmth and protection from the elements. Gifts of Prayer shawls are handmade well wishes for the recipient; offering
comfort, warmth and fortification from the emotional elements of the world around us.
Shawls can be gifted for those undergoing medical procedures, as a comfort after a loss, in times of
stress, during bereavement, for commitment or marriage ceremonies, as a bridal shower or wedding
gift. A prayer shawl may be used for prayer or meditation, in leading a ritual, during an illness and
recovery, ministering to others, birthing, nursing a baby, … the possibilities are endless.
Knitting a prayer shawl can be as comforting for the knitter as it is for the intended recipient. Marcia
Leach has put together Prayer Shawl kits for members of the congregation who would like to join her
in this ministry. Kits include yarn and a pattern for a shawl. Needles are not included, but she has
extra needles if anyone needs them.

Giving Tree Success
A tremendous thank you to all who donated to the Giving Tree this Christmas season. We were able to fulfill holiday wishes for the young, the elderly
and families in between. Thanks to the generosity of the North Church Congregation, we made the season brighter for residents at the Edgewood and
Brentwood Nursing Homes, Chase Home for Children and Crossroads
House. We also provided gifts for two children through Seacoast Family
Promise. Sharing with our neighbors in need through the Giving Tree mission has been a North Church tradition for many years and one of the many
ways we impact our community. Again, thank you to all who worked to
make this season bright.

Birthdays

01-January

Mike Foye

03-January

Judy Ringer

12-January

Bette Ann Hirtle

14-January

Janet Taylor

22-January

Ahdrah Moore

25-January

Christine Hodgson

Worship begins at 10am
At Market Square and
on Facebook live
Sunday, January 1
First Sunday after Christmas
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated
Worship at Market Square
Sunday, January 8
Epiphany Sunday
Worship at Market Square
Sunday, January 15
Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Worship at Market Square

The deadline for Articles for the
February Bellman is January 24.

Sunday, January 22
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Worship at Market Square
Sunday, January 29
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Worship at Market Square

North Church of Portsmouth is an Open and
Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ

Sunday Worship
Reverend Jennifer Mazur
Worship is at 10am every Sunday at Market
Square Sanctuary and via Facebook Live
Fellowship Time
Following 10:00 am Service
Church School
(Sept - June) on hold until further notice
Office Hours
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Friday 9am - 2pm

Open and Affirming Covenant
We, the members of North Church of Portsmouth welcome all
people to be faithful followers of God and the teachings of Jesus
Christ with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We believe we should
reach out and be open to all people. Therefore, this Open and Affirming statement expresses that which is accepted by our congregation.
"The first [commandment] is . . . 'You shall love The Lord your
God with all your soul, and with all your mind, with all your
strength.' The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than
these." (Mark 12:29-31).
Therefore, we work together to support our members, the community and those seeking a place in God's family with the understanding that each is unique. We welcome people of any race,
creed, color, age, gender identity and gender expression, sexual
orientation, economic status, marital status, physical, emotional,
mental capacity and those in relationships recognized under
God's law.

North Church of Portsmouth, UCC
2 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
Return Service Requested

Church Sanctuary and Office
2 Congress Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603.436.9109 phone
603.436.6744 fax

