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May 5, 2024                                           10:00 AM 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

PRELUDE      What Wondrous Love is This              arr. Shackley  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CENTERING PRAYER   
  
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace 
 
*OPENING HYMN        I Know That My Redeemer Lives                     #414 vs. 1,3,5  
          (music and words in blue hymnal) 
           
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Lord, we know that we face many decisions in our lives, and we do not always 
 make the right ones. There are times when we stay silent, when we are called to 
 speak, and times we speak, when we are called to be silent. There are times when 
 we turn away from You, and from one another. Today we turn back, we look for 
 you again, we seek your forgiveness again. Forgive us, Lord, and show us a better 
 way. Amen.  
  
Silence is kept 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.     

*Indicates those who are able may stand 



SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 WELCOME TO THE TABLE 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

*COMMUNION HYMN    You Satisfy the Hungry Heart           #705  vs. 1,3,5  
 

SCRIPTURE                  John 15:9-17 
 

 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my com-
 mandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
 and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and 
 that your joy may be complete. 
 

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
 greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
 do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
 does not know what the master is doing, but I have called you friends, because I have 
 made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
 me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
 the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these com-
 mands so that you may love one another. 
 

 The word of God for the people of God.    
 All: Thanks be to God     
 
SERMON          Walk the Talk:  Abiding in Love                 Rev. Jennifer Mazur 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION      Blessed Assurance  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  As we come to our prayer time, we remember that Christ has always been with us and is 
 with us even now. In our prayer time this morning, we return to the quiet places in our 
 hearts where God may speak, where a home, a dwelling place, already exists for God.  To-
 gether, we speak to those places, by writing our prayers down on the pieces of paper in our 
 pews.  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
 debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    



*Indicates those who are able may stand 

 SONG OF PRAYER     Draw the Circle Wide                       M. Miller  
 

             Draw the circle, draw the circle wide  
             Draw the circle, draw the circle wide  

             No one stands alone. We'll stand side by side.  
             Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  

 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS INTO THE CHURCH— 
             

Words of Introduction 
New Member Promises  
Congregational Assent  
 We welcome you with joy into the shared mission and ministry of this church. We 
 promise you our friendship and prayers as we grow in faith. Together we will seek 
 to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God, and we are grateful to 
 partner with you for this journey of faith. We pray for that the love of God our 
 Creator, Christ our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit our Sustainer will shower us with 
 blessing and connection always. 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY     
 

OFFERTORY       Step by Step                                Beaker  
 
*DOXOLOGY 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, you heavenly host; Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
        
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 God, we thank you for these gifts and offer them up to you. May they help us to 
 be the church in the world: a place and a people of love and justice, mercy and 
 peace. Move among these gifts, so we might be gifts to your world. Amen.  
 
*CLOSING HYMN          Leaning On the Everlasting Arms                #496  
        (music and words in blue hymnal) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE (remain seated)      Toccata in A minor                                 J. Sweelinck  
************************************************************************************************



         

We are glad that you are worshiping here today.   
  If you seek a church home in Portsmouth,  we hope that you will return to worship with us again.   

The tear off form on this bulletin filled out and placed in the offering plate or handed to an usher or 
the pastor, will help us to know you better as we serve God together. 

On this day and all days we keep Marondera Church, our Ukama partner in  

Zimbabwe in our prayers. 

All Worship services  
begin at 10:00 am 

  
 
 

 
 Sunday, May 5 

 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The Sacrament of Communion will be Celebrated 

“Abiding in Love” 
  

Sunday, May 12 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  
 Sunday, May 19 
Pentecost Sunday 

Confirmation Sunday 
  

Sunday, May 26 
First Sunday After Pentecost 

  
 



 
     
    Human Needs Offering 
 
On communion Sundays, when we come to the table to partake 
Christ's meal, we remember that there are many in our greater Portsmouth community 
who do not have a roof over their head or food to eat. Often, folks find their way to our 
door, to the sanctuary the church provides, seeking help and support. Your gifts toward 
the Human Needs Fund allows North Church to step in with love to help when the bills 
get too high and the funds fall too short. Over the last six months, the Human Needs 
Fund has helped provide emergency housing, cover the cost of medical bills, covered 
emergency heating costs, and ensured children and families have access to food. If you 
are able, please consider donating through the offering plates in the back of the sanctu-
ary this week.  

 
PRO PORTSMOUTH’S ANNUAL 
CHILDREN'S DAY - MAY 5, 2024 

12:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS NEEDED! 
 
We are looking forward to opening our doors wide and welcoming children and families 
into North Church! Fun and adventurous activities are planned for all who enter. In or-
der to extend extravagant hospitality, we are in need of volunteers to guide and assist 
throughout the afternoon. Please consider volunteering for a one hour or two hour time 
slot. We can guarantee that it will be lively and energetic, and we can promise that it 
will put a smile on your face and fill your heart with love! Please let Pastor Jenn or Gail 
Darrow know if you can help. 
 
Additionally, we are in need of supplies for an activity for the children. Needed items 
are: 
● Medium sized bags of potting soil 
● Colorful markers, preferably washable 
● Sandwich bags with zip lock tops 
 
Donations can be left in the narthex. And thank you in advance for participating in this 
favorite Portsmouth and North Church event!  



 
 
 
 
 
 Human Needs Offering, May 5th, 10am  
 New Member's Sunday, May 5th, 10am 
 Men's Coffee @ Webster-at-Rye, May 8th, 10am 
 Men's Breakfast @ Cafe Espresso, May 15th, 9am 
 Join the Movement Racial Justice Event, May 17th, 5pm 
 Pentecost & Confirmation Sunday, May 19th, 10am 
 Webster-at-Rye Service, May 20th, 3pm  
 Wentworth Senior Living, Mary 23rd, 2:15pm  
 Daisy Gate Sunday, June 9th, 10am  
 Annual Meeting, June 9th, 11am  

 
         Ministerial Review 

 
The deadline for returning the 2024 ministry survey has been 
extended to May 10th! If you haven't yet, please ensure that 
you fill out the congregation-wide survey by May 10. You'll 
find the link below.  
 
Thank you for participating in this survey! If you would like a 
hardcopy, please reach out to the office.  
 

      https://form.jotform.com/240954368154159  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Mission Board supports GATHER by reques ng dona ons of 
food and personal care items.   Items may be placed in the bin 
on the bench to the right of the church entrance in the narthex at Market Square be-
fore or a er the Sunday service.  Here are the suggested dona on items for May:  
 

      Baked Beans and Bug Spray 
 

*As always, please check dates.  Out of date items are not accepted. 

As always, thank you for your con nued support of Gather.   

 
   Join the Movement Listening Session  
      May 17th at 5pm  
    North Church Parsonage  
 

Join us at the Parsonage (217 Spinney Road) for light refreshments and conversation 
and a visit with Rev. Dr. Velda Love and Sharon Fenemma of the national United 
Church of Christ. Their visit to our church community is a part of a national listening 
tour for Join the Movement, aiming to understand more fully the work of racial jus-
tice ministry in local UCC churches like ours. We are one of three congregations they 
will be visiting while they are in New Hampshire. Their aim is to listen to our stories, 
share resources for the journey ahead and imagine with us what a racially just world 
might look like. If you’re planning to attend, please let Pastor Jenn know!  

 
 
    Men’s Coffee  
 
Join the Men's Breakfast folks for a time of "Coffee with North 
Church Members" as we visit the men at Webster-at-Rye on May 
8th. This is a great way to connect with men at Webster-at-Rye, 
both those who are longtime North Church members, and folks 
who are looking for connection with community. Join us at 10am 
on the 8th!   
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NORTH CHURCH STAFF: 
Senior Pastor  

Reverend Jennifer Mazur 
pastorjenn@northchurchportsmouth.org 

 
Director of Music Ministry 

Mr. Nathan Amsden 
music@northchurchportsmouth.org 

 
Administrative Assistant  

Ms.  Paula Schena 
office@northchurchportsmouth.org 

 
 
 

OFFICE INFO:  2 Congress Street., Portsmouth, NH 03801  (603) 436-9109   
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri./ 9am - 2pm  office@northchurchportsmouth.org 

 
 

 WEBSITE: www.northchurchportsmouth.org 


